GAX RIDGE NATIOBAL LANORATORY
Health Physics Division

Tos Je Co Hart o February 25, 1952

Froas Qe Do Teagus
Subjects High Activity of Waste Joing Imto White Onlc Creek

At 12325 ause, on Pebruary 22, 1952, Health Physics persconel wers notificd by
Mre Ce M. Elood, supervisor, Operations "F® shift, that the activity lewel at
the diversion box of thd Zettlihg Bazin was bigh. Cuestlioning of Mr. Blood
elicited the following information:

(1) During the previous shift, tank %-15 in the tank farm had “een
steam-clecaned and the effluent boen drained %0 Building 3515.

hed
Due to a stopped=up hot drain, the liquid overflowsd into a cold
drain and froam there passed to the
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the :
posite samples taken during the L-hour period 3100 p.me %0 7:00
Pee, gave a count of 13,000 ¢/m/ml for the diversion:dox semple
aud 37 ¢/m/ml for the Settling Besin sample. .

(3) The samples taksn for the 7100 peme to 11100 poml gave for
the diversion bax, 3842 o/n/ml, and for the Settling Basin, 2729
o/n/nl.
After ascertaining the - above facts, Fealth Physics perscnnel took the follow-
ing sctiocns:

(1) Notified the Laboratory shift supervisor concerning the comiition, and
consulied with him about the steps to be teken.

(2) The Lsboratory shift supervisor notified X-25 in order to glve that
&oup an opportunity to sample more frequently.

(3) Sampled the overflow of White Oak Dam. This ssmple was taken at
12355 dslley Fcbmm 22. 19520 :

(L) Raised the gate at ths dam from the setting of 3.1' to 10.,0* to
check the water Iflow until necessary further steps oculd be detor-
mined.

(5) Brought the samplo taken at the dam to the snalytical group for
s. This analysis showed the activity of the semple to be
3 ¢/m/ml.




(6) mxmmmmmetmmo.zemdg. 2012,
whare it was placed on Mr. He He. Abes's desk with a note of

explanation,

(D) Checked with the anslytical group after aaalysis of the parrle
for the period 11100 pems, February <, 1952 4o 3300 a.m., February
22, 1952. This analyais gave, for the diversicn box, 255 o/n/ml,
and for the Settling Basin 1468 c/m/ml.

It was felt that Healih Fhysics personnel charged with collecting the 2l-hour
composite lmphatmsauingaaunahouldbewmwspm any of the
naterisl from the colleotion box on the ground since 4% would, in all probability,
contaminate the area.

muwotwrmmtuurquungamgimwcwk,andatumt.tme
no rain was anticipated, it was thought best to lsave the dam gate raised.

The above information was sumitted by Pe O« Martin,

Original Signed ™
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